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From the Editors…
by Meghan Block, Carlin Borsheim-Black, and Troy Hicks
We—Carlin, Meghan, and
Troy—met Dr. Raven L. Jones,
Associate Professor at Michigan
State University, a few years ago
when she agreed to write book
reviews for Michigan Reading
Journal. From the start, Dr. Jones
brought her warm personality,
her infectious energy, her creative
spark, and her commitments to
Black and Brown youth—her
Troy Hicks
Carlin
Meghan Block
whole self—to her writing and
Borsheim-Black
our collaboration. So, when we
started talking about the possibility of a special issue to be co-edited by Dr. Jones and her daughter,
Zuri Hudson Stanbrough (who also attends many editorial meetings via Zoom!), we knew it would be
something remarkable. As expected, Dr. Jones and Zuri Hudson have worked their magic with this special
issue, and we could not be more grateful that they were able to showcase both Dr. Geneva Smitherman
and Dr. April Baker-Bell through their beautiful and personal interviews. We could not be more pleased
with the celebration of writing and artwork by students from all over Michigan woven throughout. And,
as is often the case with writing and learning, the process of collaborating has been as much of a gift as
the final product! These guest co-editors have definitely left their mark on MRJ. So, with heartfelt thanks
to Dr. Jones and Zuri Hudson, we are pleased to share this special issue of MRJ that blends the voices of
educators with the voices of youth, building on the shared theme of being “rooted to rise.”
Readers will find more about their special contributions to this issue in their letter from the guest
co-editors. Here, we share introductions to the research and practitioner articles in the issue, beginning
with an article by Yetunde Alabede, Jessica Reed, and Blake Thompson, doctoral students at Michigan
State University, who reflect on their personal experiences as early career scholars in a doctoral teacher
education program, outlining the opportunities and tensions of what it means “To Be Young, Black, and
in the Academy.”
Next, Lakya Goss, doctoral student at Michigan State University, highlights stories of Detroit’s history of
African-centered schools, community-centered learning spaces, and homeschooling. She helps readers see
how these examples may inspire literacy educators to (re)imagine culturally sustaining learning spaces for
all students. And, in their article, “Advocating for English Language Learners: The Role of the Literacy
Educator,” Briana Asmus and Austyn Sabin, both of Kalamazoo Public Schools, point to the role literacy
educators can play in supporting English Language Learners in their schools.
Our returning authors, Laura Gabrion, literacy consultant with Wayne RESA, and Jenelle Williams, literacy
consultant with Oakland Schools, share more insights on their statewide work with disciplinary literacy
instruction through the Literacy Essentials website and professional development offerings, looking closely
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at implementation efforts in Washtenaw ISD, Monroe County Middle College at Monroe ISD, Heritage
Southwest ISD, and the St. Clair County RESA.
And, as we always do, we end with our “must reads,” with many recommendations for children’s and YA lit.
First, Rebecca Witte and Amber Lawson, doctoral students at Michigan State University, provide resources
for teaching about a long-celebrated, yet only recently recognized federal holiday, Juneteenth. They review
Juneteenth: A Children’s Story by Opal Lee, the longtime advocate for the holiday, and Juneteenth for Mazie,
written and illustrated by the late Floyd Cooper. And, finally, in our final article of this issue, our colleague
and longtime Great Lakes Great Books leader, Lynette Suckow, Reference Librarian at Peter White Public
Library, explores the theme of continued learning, helping us renew our love of all things related to
growth, change, and becoming educated at the beginning of a new school year.
Entering the third and final year of our co-editorship, we are grateful for all our colleagues at MRA who
help bring the journal to life. For this special issue—where the challenges of design, formatting, and
getting everything online presented unique challenges—we are especially grateful to our designer, Susan
Harring, and librarian colleague at GVSU, Jackie Rander. We appreciate all that you do to make MRJ open
and accessible to a global audience on Scholarworks at <scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj>.
Sincerely,
Meghan Block, Carlin Borsheim-Black, and Troy Hicks
Co-Editors, Michigan Reading Journal
mrj@cmich.edu

“Soles” created by Dontez Tinsley, a 12th grade student at Garden City High School in
Garden City.
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